
Steve Pakiz, a dentist who 
practices in Long Beach, 
California, has been collect-
ing Ephraim pottery since 
2002. Attending the Pasa-
dena Heritage Craftsman 
Weekend, Steve was drawn 
to the organic forms and 
glazes of the pottery in Eph-
raim’s booth. Six years and 
many pieces of Ephraim 
later, Steve says, “I like the 
fact that no two pieces are 
exactly alike, and that there 
appears to be so much 
thought behind each and 
every design and glaze com-
bination.” 

Steve still enjoys shopping 
for Ephraim at shows. In 
June, he traveled to Wiscon-
sin to attend the first annual 
Ephraim Pottery Collectors 
Society convention. Steve 
says, “I have enjoyed meet-
ing the talented people who 
create the pottery. Hearing 
the behind-the-scenes stories 
of pottery development adds 
depth to collecting. Every-
one I have encountered at 
Ephraim is so passionate 
about what they create. It’s 
wonderful.” 

Steve says that his collection 
doesn’t have a theme per se, 
but his taste tends to run 
toward blues, greens and 
animal forms. He displays 

parts of his collection both 
at home and in his dental 
o f f i c e . 
He has 
s ev e r a l 
nooks in 
his of-
f i c e 
w h e r e 
he dis-
p l a y s 
p i e c e s 
of Eph-
r a i m .  
There is 
also always a piece of Eph-
raim next to the sign-in 
sheet to greet patients. “At 
home,” Steve says, “I rotate 
pots for the seasons. At 
Halloween all the bats, bee-
tles and scorpions come 
out.”  

When asked which of 
his Ephraim pieces is 
his favorite, Steve cites 
the Sea Otter showpiece 
from 2006. An experi-
mental poppy vase that 
he purchased last year is 
a close second. The vase 
was thrown in 2002 but 
was not glazed until last 
year. “Kevin [Hicks, EFP 
potter] told me that they 
waited to glaze it until they 
had perfected just the right 
color orange,” Steve notes. 
It’s these types of unusual 

pieces with stories behind 
them that Steve comes to 

s h o w s 
hoping to 
find.  

Steve ob-
serves, “I 
t h i n k 
what I 
e n j o y 
m o s t 
a b o u t 
collecting 
is watch-

ing the evolution of the pot-
tery, along with the wonder-
ful people I’ve met and be-
come friends with.”  He also 
collects antique pottery and 
American antiques. “I gravi-
tate towards pieces that are 
unique and well-crafted like 

Ephraim,” Steve notes. “I 
think that’s why Ephraim 
blends so well with an-
tiques—it’s made to last.” 
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“At home I rotate 
pots for the seasons. 
At Halloween all the 

bats, beetles and 
scorpions come out.” 

Part of Steve’s collection. His 
runner-up favorite, the 
experimental poppy vase 
mentioned in the article, is 
on the right. 

Some of the blues and greens that 
Steve tends to favor. 

Steve Pakiz with part of his collection. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


